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Project 3: CMS Hack [Wordpress] 
 
01. Concept 
 
Aoi Yamaguchi 
DAI 527: Digital Media 3 
April 8th, 2009 
 
 
Theme:  
The theme of this project is to create a wordpress site that is a archive of cutting-
edge contemporary fashion design that I find interesting.  The term “fashion” 
includes various goods that we wear and carry around: clothes, shoes, bags, 
jewelry, purfume, eyewear, watch, and other accessories. Since this is a personal 
archival blog site, it includes various genres internationally such as street fashion 
brands, sport fashion giants, high fashion, and haute couture, forthcoming 
independent fashion barnds/projects.   
 
 
Intent: 
Not only for the purpose to keep track of the source of fashion trends for myself, 
constructing this site is for sharing my discoveries with other artists and 
designers who crave for artistic inspiration.   
By utilizing the functionality of Wordpress, this site will be easy to update the 
contents and post new information daily.   
 
 
Audience: 
The audience of this site will be people who love contemporary fashion, artists 
and designers who are looking for inspiration, new ideas, and who are dedicated 
to detailed crafting and amazing fabrication.  And also, I aim to reach simply 
people who have similar taste of fashion as mine.  For example, possible brands 
that I will be covering are Maison Martin Margiela, Rag & Bone, Paul Smith, Marc 
Jacobs, Comme des Garçons, Undercover, Raf Simmons, Cosmic Wonder, Ann 
Demeulemeester, Hussein Chalayan. Miu Miu, Cacharel, Undefeated, Puma, 
Adidas, Staple Design, Yoji Yamamoto, Limi Feu, Junya Watanabe, and so on. 
The demograpgic will be 18 – 40, both men and women.   
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02. Content Scope Outline 
 
I. Site Structure 
 

A. Main Page 
1. Blog  

This is the main content what consists this site.  This is where I will be 
updating my posts consistantly.  

 
2. Archives 

This is the list of past posts that allows site visiters to click on and open 
what they choose.  Archives list will be included in side bar.   

 
3. Comments 

At the bottom of each post, there will be a link to the page with 
comments from site visiters.  For better userbility, actual comments are 
not visible unless users click the link so that the front blog page will 
only shows the posted contents.  Comment entry form will be shown if 
the user click on a navigation link such as “Write comments.” This will 
achive a quick scroll down; you donʼt have to be distracted by what 
people say about each posts.   

 
4. Contact  

a) E-mail address (aoi@glamourousmonochrome.com) 
Contact information to the author of the blog (who is, me) will be 
included in sidebar or the footer.   
 

5. Links 
a) Favorite Blogs 
Links to the blogs that feature similar topics within the categories of 
fashion, design and art. 
b) Brands 
Links to the official homepages of the fashion brands that I covered in 
the blog posts.   
 

 
B. About 

Individual “about” page is to introduce who I am, and to state briefly about 
the purpose of this blogsite.  This page will be linked from the navigation 
bar at the top of the main page.   
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II. Plugins 
A. Wordpress.com Stats 
B. Sidebar Widgets 
C. Search bar 
D. Pagebar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Project 3: CMS Hack [WordPress] 
 

WordPress Research 
 
Aoi Yamaguchi 
DAI 527 Digital Media 3 
April 13, 2009 
 
 
01: About WordPress 
According to wordpress.org, “WordPress was born out of a desire for an elegant, well-
architectured personal publishing system built on PHP and MySQL and licensed under the 
GPL.” Compared to blogger, the blog site that I use, Wordpress seems to be more flexible when 
it comes to customize it our own. WordPress is capable of being a Content Management 
System, which enables users to design and modify the underlying software the site in various 
ways; for example, you can edit HTML by code writer such as Dreamweaver, Coda, Text Edit 
and so on.  You can stylize it by the use of css, and simply by applying prepared templates.  
There are numbers of free downloads of WordPress template as well as expensive ones. You 
can publish various kinds of media such as photography albums, videos, and music.   
WordPress is not just a blog platform - it could be used as a website for business, personal 
interest, diary etc.  There are also plug-ins that users can add to the page, such as site visitor 
counter, calendar, Google analytics, bookmark widgets, statistics, tags, maps, video uploader, 
photo gallery, links, event lists, archives and so on.  I have explored numerous WordPress sites 
that are related to my topic: fashion trends in modern culture. WordPress is really flexible: you 
can make 2 columns or 3 columns, embed a background images or graphics, insert header and 
footer, and so on.   
Also, WordPress has spread around the globe: the reason is that WordPress supports various 
languages so that people from all over the world can make their own blog by WordPress, and it 
helps users to find what exactly they are looking for.   

 
 

02: Design 
I explored many WordPress sites and learned how others customize their blog site.  Especially 
for the fashion blogs, most of them have a white background with simple one-column structure.  
I have noticed that there are not many complicated graphics used for the fashion blogs. It may 
be because the photos of the models and new clothing/product designs would tell almost 
everything about the fashion; thus the simpler the surface design is, the better people can focus 
on the photos.  They set up the size of the pictures large so that viewers can see the details of 
the products.     

 
 



*Examples 
01. Existing Sites 
 

 
Title: Thread Trend 
Category: Fashion 
Structure: 2 columns 
http://threadtrend.com/2008/12/15/pre-fall-2009-alexander-wang 
 
 



 
Title: Harrison Fashion 
Category: Fashion 
Structure: 1 column 
http://harrisonfashion.wordpress.com/2009/04/20/do-the-polka/ 
 
 

 
Title: Fashion Archives 
Category: Fashion 
Structure: 2 columns 
http://fashionarchives.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 



Theme Template 

 
Title: Fashion Theme 
Category: Fashion 
Structure: 2 colomns 
http://themepreview.amazingwordpressthemes.com/ 
 

 
Title: Foliage 
Category: Blog/Diary 
Structure:  
http://5thirtyone.com/wordpress-foliage-mod-theme 
 



Other Blog  

 
Title: dezeen 
Category: Design 
Structure: 3 columns 
http://www.dezeen.com/2009/01/13/british-design-classics-stamps-by-royal-mail/ 
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BLOG TITLE
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Background Image

About

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, non ac vitae magna interdum, pharetra 
convallis nec, suspendisse rerum morbi sed lectus eu aenean, nam 
primis potenti, porta arcu magnis eleifend vel massa. Wisi sodales 
viverra amet dui sed tortor, erat nec tortor elementum nostra 
integer. Quam et eget leo ornare nascetur semper, elementum 
aliquam felis pharetra donec sem, hendrerit metus augue pulvinar, 
placerat eget eget ultricies. Irure mi commodo, tristique est lectus 
mattis nulla pellentesque, dapibus magnis lectus, magna risus 
augue diam interdum a, urna sem risus pretium sed. Enim libero ut 
sem risus pellentesque metus. Dui magna sed tincidunt, pellen-
tesque convallis et id viverra nulla, lacus nulla eget in cursus in, mi 
nonummy vestibulum phasellus bibendum integer, neque velit 
venenatis mus.

Contact

aoi@glamourousmonochrome.com

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, id diamlorem. Aliquet ullamcorper 
vivamus. Neque felis atque, nulla lacus lorem, massa ut elit. In at 
id, donec lorem. Quam mauris.

WordPress Theme: Wireframe | Skeleton  page2: About

01. Brief explanation of the purpose 
fo this blog, and about me

02. Contact information
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V1: Home & Subpage 
 

The theme for the version one is ‘organic.’ I was inspired by the simple design of Maison Martin 
Margiela, a clothing brand from Europe, which pursues perfect craftsmanship with their unique 
clothing patterns and choice of delicate fabrics.  The most important element of the fashion blog is 
the photos of the fashion designs, which usually are colorful and contains a lot of information.  Thus, 
I tried to design the site simple and clean that makes colorful photographs stand out, so that it 
wouldn’t confuse the site visitors’ eves.  The key colors of the design are white and gray, and I used 
the serif fonts for the title and sidebar titles that deliver sophisticated feeling.     
 
1_Home 
2_About 
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Lorem ipsum et mea patrioque argumentum intellegam, eos ferri ceteros dolores et. Ex 
eius aliquip graecis usu, nec ut iracundia interpretaris necessitatibus, ei mei audire 
numquam eligendi. Atqui omnes impedit sed te, solum assum nec ne, cu vitae maiorum 
usu. Sea ut vivendo verterem appellantur, essent labitur adolescens ea quo, usu audire 
labitur qualisque et. Sint graece melius eos ei, feugiat sanctus ancillae ad eam, error 
ancillae no his. Mazim scribentur repudiandae sea at, velit ornatus definitiones at vis, 
adhuc equidem scaevola et sea.  Quem puto apeirian ea qui, eos esse nonumy legere 
ei, possim eripuit sanctus mel ei. Quidam animal recteque an per, no eos nominati 
tractatos patrioque, has et solum appetere recteque. Ex vim feugiat salutatus. Probo 
menandri nec no, mei vidit propriae argumentum ex. Ubique omnesque verterem cum 
in, vim ei erat lucilius suscipiantur, duo natum posse repudiandae et. Quo vituperatori-
bus aperiam ad, qui diam omnis fabellas id, cu magna dicunt bonorum sit. Ex minim 
accumsan eos, cum eu oblique vituperatoribus.
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Lorem ipsum et mea patrioque argumentum intellegam, eos ferri ceteros dolores et. Ex 
eius aliquip graecis usu, nec ut iracundia interpretaris necessitatibus, ei mei audire 
numquam eligendi. Atqui omnes impedit sed te, solum assum nec ne, cu vitae maiorum 
usu. Sea ut vivendo verterem appellantur, essent labitur adolescens ea quo, usu audire 
labitur qualisque et. Sint graece melius eos ei, feugiat sanctus ancillae ad eam, error 
ancillae no his. Mazim scribentur repudiandae sea at, velit ornatus definitiones at vis, 
adhuc equidem scaevola et sea.  Quem puto apeirian ea qui, eos esse nonumy legere 
ei, possim eripuit sanctus mel ei. Quidam animal recteque an per, no eos nominati 
tractatos patrioque, has et solum appetere recteque. Ex vim feugiat salutatus. Probo 
menandri nec no, mei vidit propriae argumentum ex. Ubique omnesque verterem cum 
in, vim ei erat lucilius suscipiantur, duo natum posse repudiandae et. Quo vituperatori-
bus aperiam ad, qui diam omnis fabellas id, cu magna dicunt bonorum sit. Ex minim 
accumsan eos, cum eu oblique vituperatoribus.
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      My goal was to create a contemporary fashion blog that I can update daily for the purpose 
of making an archive of what I found.  WordPress allows users to create a blog instantly, and 
let them customize it.  Since this was my first time to try WordPress, I began to know about 
this system; I have researched the capability of WordPress, a lot of tutorials and I also take a 
look at other people’s examples.  I began to brainstorm about the structure and the surface 
design of the blog site while I was researching.  For the installation process, I used my own 
server and It was really simple and quick.  The only thing that I should have done is to thought 
more about the variation of the blog’s URL, and admin name.  There are certain things that I 
want to change later but I can’t - such as admin name.  From this experience, I learned that I 
have to be prepared for any situation that I encounter during the installation process.
      In order to make this blog site simple and easy to go through for the site visiters, I have 
decided to create only front page and about page.  I designed the wireframe of the site, and I 
started to make surface design, considering a lot of elements that fashion blogs need to 
contain.  From the reason that fasion blogs use colorful images of new products, designs, 
models on runway, and so on, the basic color scheme is determined as various shades of 
gray and black, and I decided to add some colors in search bar field background as an accent 
so that the photos can pop up.  The basic structure of the site is determined to be three-
columns, header across the page width and footer.
      My initial plan of building the actual site was to make it from the scratch by using dream-
weaver, but I changed my plan to utilize a pre-made theme and customize it.  Fortunately I 
found the theme that fits my surface design idea, and I implemented it into my WordPress 
site.  Unless you are familiar with PHP, it is difficult to change the structure of the site and the 
choices are limited.  I change the colors of fonts, background, and elements and I also made 
an animated-GIF with Flash and inserted it to a header image. I had hard time to figure out 
how to insert the header image without deforming the structure of the page.  This experience 
made me realize that I need to learn more about CSS and PHP.  However, I am satisfied with 
what I was able to do for the completion of customizing the blog’s design.  There are a lot 
more things that I can play with and improve, so I’d like to continue exploring WordPress. For 
the personal project, I’d like to try to build a WordPress blog from scratch to renovate my own 
existing blog.   
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